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TAGS:ETRD, XF, GW 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED GERMAN-ARAB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

REF: BONN 11209 

IN EVENT EMBASSY ASKED FURTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT U.S. EXPER- 
IENCE WITH ARAB-AMERICAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION MAY BE OF USE: 

- SEVERAL PRIVATELY ORGANIZED ARAB CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
ARE ACTIVE IN U.S. (E.G., ARAB-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
IN N.Y., U.S.-ARAB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN N.Y. AND HOUSTON, 
AND MID-AMERICA-ARAB CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN CHICAGO); 

- THERE IS NO ASSOCIATION BY THESE CHAMBERS WITH THE ARAB 
LEAGUE AND THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT THAT EXPORTS TO ARAB 
COUNTRIES BE APPROVED BY SUCH CHAMBERS. 

- U.S.-ARAB CHAMBER DOES PROVIDE SERVICE FOR MEMBER/NON- 
MEMBERS AUTHENTICATING SIGNATURES/ATTESTING THAT INVOICE 
PRICING AND ORIGIN DETAILS DO NOT APPEAR UNREASONABLE. 
U.S.-ARAB CHAMBER INFORMS US, HOWEVER, THAT IT DOES NOT 

I) CERTIFY THAT GOODS OR FIRMS ARE IN COMPLIANCE WITH BOY- 
COTT REGULATIONS OR 2) OTHERWISE ACT AS AGENT TO ENFORCE 
BOYCOTT REGULATIONS. 

- SIMILAR SERVICES REPORTEDLY PROVIDED BY LOCAL U.S. 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OFFICES IN LOCATIONS WHERE U.S.-ARAB 
CHAMBER OFFICES ARE NOT AVAILABLE. LOCAL GERMAN CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE MAY BE PROVIDING SUCH SERVICES FOR GERMAN 
EXPORTERS. 

- WE ARE NOT IN POSITION TO SPECULATE ON EXTENT TO WHICH 
ARAB LEAGUE INVOLVEMENT IN ARAB-GERMAN CHAMBER WOULD 
RESULT IN BOYCOTT ENFORCEMENT BY PROPOSED NEW CHAMBER IN 
BONN. PRESUMABLY, THERE COULD BE PROBLEM ALONG LINES 
FEARED BY FRG OFFICIALS. KISSINGER 
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